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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  Year  1952 
and  find  no  matter  of  outstanding  importance  upon  which  to  comment. 

S.  V.  TINSLEY, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Populatiotn 

The  Registrar  General’s  figure  calculated  (to  the  middle 
of  1952  gives  the  resident  population  of  the  Districtt;  as  20,000. 
This  figure  represents  an  increase  of  260  on  Ithe  previous 
year  and  an  increase  of  960  on  the  1939  figure.  It  does  not 
represent  our  highest  posit-war  population,  the  calculated 
figure  for  1950  being  20,020.  The  Census  of  that  Year  was, 
no  doubt  responsible  for  the  slight  decrease  shown  in  our 
population  during  1951. 

The  approximate  population  of  the  various  Wards  of  the 
District  has  been  assessed  as  follows 


Spennymoor  Ward  -  _  -  -  4,745 
Low  Spennymoor  Ward  -  -  -  3,552 

Middlestone  Moor  Ward  -  -  1,666 

Kirk  Merringiton  Ward  -  -  -  879 

Byers  Green  Ward  -  -  -  -  ‘  1,612 

Tudhoe  Ward  ------  7,546 


Total  Population  20,000 


Area 

The  District  covers  7,494  acres  and  includes  the  villages 
of  Middlestone  Moor,  Byers  Green  and  Kirk  Merrington, 


with  an  acreage  of 

Spennymoor  Ward  -  -  -  -  168 

Low  Spennymoor  Ward  -  -  -  551 

Middlestone  Moor  Ward  -  -  1,349 

Kirk  Merrington  Ward  -  -  -  1,612 

Byers  Green  Ward  -  -  -  -  1,115 

Tudhoe  Ward  ------  2,699 


Total  Acreage  7,494 
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Inhabited  Houses 

The  estimated  number  lof  inhabited  houses  in  Ithe  District 
according-  to  our  records  at  the  end  of  December,  1952  was 
5,937.  'An  increase  of  186  inhabited  bouses  on  lastt  year’s 
figure  was  mainly  due  to  the  Council  building  programme. 


Rateable  Value 

The  Rateable  Value  of  the  District  according  to  the  Rat¬ 
ing  Officer  is  £80,066  and  the  product  of  a  penny  rate  £305. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births  1952 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Birth  Rate 

Legitimate 

192 

176 

368  ) 

Illegitimate 

11 

4 

IS  ) 

19.15 

203 

180 

383 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Birth  Rate 

Legitimate 

5 

6 

11  ) 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1  ) 

.60 

6 

6 

12 

For  comparative  purposes  the  rates  are  given  for  the 
three  previous  years  and  for  the  three  years  immediately 
prior  to  the  War:- 


1936 

Live 

Births 

271 

giiving- 

a 

Birth 

Rate 

of 

17.50 

per 

1,000 

Still 

Biirthsi 

18 

giving 

a 

Birth 

Rate 

of 

1.17 

per 

1,000 

1937 

Live 

Births 

318 

giving 

a 

Birth 

Rate 

of 

17.20 

per 

1,000 

Still 

Births 

16 

giving 

a 

Birth 

Rate 

of 

.86 

per 

1,000 

1938 

Live 

Births 

319 

giving 

a 

Birth 

Rate 

of 

16.50 

per 

1,000 

Still 

Births 

9 

giving 

a 

Birth 

Rate 

of 

.46 

per 

1,000 

1949 

Live 

Births 

433 

!givi:ng 

a 

Birth 

Rate 

of 

21.91 

per 

1,000 

Still 

Births 

9 

giving 

a 

Birth 

Rate 

of 

.46 

per 

1,000 

1950 

Live 

Births 

417 

giving 

a 

Birth 

Rate 

of 

20.83 

per 

1,000 

Still 

Births 

14 

giving 

a 

Birth 

Rate 

of 

.70 

per 

fiOOO 

1951 

Live 

Births 

365 

giving 

a 

Birth 

Rate 

of 

18.49 

per 

1,000 

Still 

Births 

17 

giving 

a 

Birth 

Rate 

of 

.86 

per 

1,000 

4 


Extracts  from  National  Statistics  are  g'iven  for  comparative 
purposes 

Spennymoor  England  160  County  160  Smaller 
District  &  Wales  Boroughs  Towns 

Births  19.15  15.3  16.9  15.5 

Still  Births  .60  .35  .43  .36 

The  Still  Birth  Rate  has  decreased  by  .26  from  the  1951 
figure  which  is  satisfactory,  and  our  post-war  Birth  Rate  has 
consistently  remained  higher  than  National  figures. 

Dea;ths  1952 

Male  Female  Total  Rate 

Deaths  117  98  215  10.75  per  1,000  Births 

Infant  Mortality  6  8  14  36.55  per  1,000  Births 

Pre-War  and  Post-War  periods  are  enumerated  for 
comparison. 

1936  Deaths  193  deaths  giving  a  rate  of  12.16  per  1,000 

Infant  Mortality  21  deaths  giving  a  rate  of  77.5  per  1,000  births 

1937  Deaths  236  deaths  giving  a  rate  of  12.80  per  1,000 

Infant  Mortality  24  deaths  giving  a  rate  of  75.47  per  1,000  births 

1938  Deaths  239  deaths  giving  a  rate  of  12.30  per  1,000 

Infant  Mortality  17  deaths  giving  a  rate  of  53.03  per  1,000  births 

1949  Deaths  215  deaths  giving  a  rate  of  10.88  per  1,000 

Infant  Mortality  16  deaths  giving  a  rate  of  36.95  per  1,000  births 

1950  Deaths  241  deaths  giving  a  rate  of  12.04  per  1,000 

Infant  Mortality  19  deaths  giving  a  rate  of  45.56  per  1,000  births 

1951  Deaths  252  deaths  giving  a  rate  of  12.77  per  1,000 

Infant  Mortality  14  deaths  giving  a  rate  of  38.36  per  1,000  births 


Extracts  from  National  Statistics  are  given  for  compara¬ 
tive  purposes  :- 


Spennymoor 

District 

Deaths  10.75 

Infant  Mortality 

per  1,000  Births  36.55 


England  160  County 
.&  Wales  Boroughs 

11.3  12.1 


160  Smaller 
Towns 

11.2 


27.6  31.2  25.8 


I  consider  the  above  Death  Riate  for  the  D'istridt  is  very 
satisfactory,  nof  only  does  it  compare  very  favourably  with 
National  Statistics  but  it  is  alsio  the  lowest  rate  we  have  re¬ 
corded  during  the  post-war  period. 


The  Infant  Moiitality  Rate  has  also  shown  a  slight  im- 
pilovement  over  Ifast  year’s  figure  of  38.36  per  1,000  births, 
the  alternate  rise  and  fall  in  this  -rate  during  the  post-war 
period  has  been  broken,  the  rate  remains  approximately  25 
per  cent  higher  than  the  National  average  but  there  is  still 
need  for  greater  improvement. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Males  Females 

All  Causes  .  117  98 

Tuberculosis,  respiraitory  system  .  3  1 

Measles  .  —  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomac'h  .  4  3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  .  3  — 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  .  —  4 

Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms  10  7 

Diabetes  .  —  3 

Vascular  lesions  or  nervous  system  .  18  19 

Coronary  disease,  angina  .  23  11 

Hypertenion  'with  he/art  disease  .  1  3 

Other  heart  disease .  16  14 

Other  circulatory  disease  .  5  4 

Pneumonia  .  3  1 

Bronchitis  .  3  5 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  .  2  — 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum .  1  1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  .  —  1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  .  —  1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  .  2  — 

Congenital  malformations  2  3 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  .  12  11 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  .  4  1 

All  other  accidents  .  5  2 

Suicide  .  —  1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war .  —  1 

Heart  diseases  and  those  of  the  nervous  sysitem  account 
for  46  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  deaths.  Cancer  con¬ 
stant^ — considerable  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  on  last  year’s  figure. 

Deaths  accordiing  to  Age  Groups 

-5  -15  -25  -50  -75  75-  Total  all 

-  -  -  -  -  -  ages 

Males  6  —  3  9  62  37  117 

Females  9  1  2  12  45  29  98 


215 


6 


TUBERCULOSIS  1952 


Males  80  20 

Females  79  25 


20 

25 


159 


45 


The  total  figures  of  Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary 
cases  on  the  Register  remain  the  same  as  last  year. 


The  number  of  deaths  from  the  disease  represents  1.96% 
of  the  cases  on  the  regis^ter,  being  6.86%  below  last  year’s 
figure. 


The  number  of  known  Tuberculosis  cases  in  the  District 
represents  1.02%  of  the  population,  this  being  .01%  below 
last  year’s  figure. 


Mass  Radiography 

I  am  pleased  to  record  that  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit 
visited  the  District  from  the  14th  to  the  25th  January,  1952. 
Apart  from  the  visits  of  organised  groups,  the  response  of  the 
general  public  has  shown  a  satisfactory  improvement  with 
189  males  and  494  females  attending  for  examination.  The 
total  number  of  films  taken  represents  approximately  1/lOth 
of  the  population  and  the  abnormalities  revealed  were  2  active 
and  19  inactive  tuberculosis  cases,  and  many  cases  of  bronch¬ 
itis,  cardiovascular  lesions,  etc. 


When  it  is  possible  for  this  Unit  tO'  visit  the  District  at! 
regular  intervals,  I  am  confident  the  Public  will  respond  more 
readily  to  requests  to  attend  for  exlamination. 
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SUMMARY  OF 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFICATIONS 


Under 

lyr. 

1- 

3- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

25 

&  Over 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

9 

9 

28 

1 

2 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis 

Males 

Pulmonary 

2 

1 

1 

7 

Non  Pulmonary 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

F  emales 

Pulmonary 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

3 

7 

Non  Pulmonary 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

1 

TABULAR  STATEMENT  OF  THE  NOTIFICATION  OF 
OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  DISTRICT 

DURING  THE  YEAR 


Diseases 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Whooping-  Cough 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Paralytic  . 

Non  Paralytic 

Measles  . 

Diphi.'heria 
Acute  Pneumonia 
Dysentry 
Erysipelas 
Food  Poisoning 

Peurperal  Pyrexia  . 

Paratyphoid  Fever  . 

Meningococcal  Infection 
Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever 

Chicken  Pox  . 

Smallpc^x 
Scabies  . 


Cases  Noitificd 
49 
48 

1 

I  592 

I  26 

’I’  1 


1 

2 


During  the  Year  we  have  experienced  an  outbreak  of 
Measles  with  more  /than  'ten  times  the  average  number  of 
notihcations  usually  received.  Scarlet  Fever  cases  also  in¬ 
creased  by  almost,  50  per  cent.  These  increase^  were  not  of 
a  serious  nature.  We  escaped  the  more  dangerous  infectious 
diseases  such  as  Diphtheria,  Enteric  Fever,  etc. 
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NOTIFICATIONS  BY  WARDS  (CIVILIAN) 

L)Ow  Middlestone  Kirk 

Disease  Spennymoor  Spennymoor  Moor  Byers  Green  Merrington  Tudhoe  TOTAL 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation 

The  Coumty  Council  is  responsible  for  arrangements  for 
the  immunisation  of  the  child  population  and  it  is  not  possible 
to  include  de'lails  of  this  work.  The  Registrar  General 
regrets  that  owing  to  a  reduction  in  the  sources  of  inform- 
aition  available  for  estimating  local  populations  under  15  years 
of  age  for  County  Districts,  it  will  no  longer  be  possible  to 
supply  estimates  of  such  populations.  The  County  Authority 
has,  however,  supplied  the  following  particulars 

Age  0-4  yrs.  Age  5-14  yrs. 


inclusive  inclusive 

Total  Number  of  children  , 

immunised  during  1952  .  158  1 


In  addition  29  reinforcing  injections  have  been  admin¬ 
istered  to  children  in  the  Area. 

Scabies 

The  two  cases  notified  were  successfully  treated  by  their 
medical  advisers. 

Ambulance  iService 

The  Ambulance  Service  which  is  administered  by  the 
County  Council  is  apparently  functioning  with  great  smooth¬ 
ness.  Few  complaints  are  now  received  upon  missed  calls 
and  delays  in  transport. 

To  the  Chairmain  and  Members 
of  the  Sipennymoior  Urban  District  CounciL 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  reporting  on  the  work  of  your  San¬ 
itary  Department  during  the  Year  1952. 

Public  Health  Acts 

The  greater  portion  of  our  work  is  undertaken  and  re¬ 
corded  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  these  Acts.  A 
considerable  amounit  of  repairs  and  improvements  have  been 
obtained  upon  informal  action  only  and  it  has  been  necessary 
to  seek  Council’s  permission  to  serve  Statutory  Notices  in  49 
instances,  and  only  in  two  cases  was  it  necessary  to  take  the 
matter  before  the  Magistrates. 

The  number  of  small  contractors  available  for  carrying 
out  property  repairs  in  the  D'istrict  is  small,  and  our  assist¬ 
ance  has  been  sought  by  many  owners  to  obtain  the  services 
of  contractors  table  to  undertake  sometimes  urgent  repairs 
within  a  reasonable  period. 
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Housing 

The  H'ousing  applications  were  not  repoinited  during  the 
Year  upon  Oouncirs  instructions.  All  applicants  before  the  1st 
January,  1952  were  circularised  to  ascertain  'their  present 
requirements  and  in  consequence  a  30  per  cent  reduction  was 
made  in  the  number  of  “live  applicaiti'ons”  on  the  waiting 
lists.  Many  of  the  applicants  on  ’our  lists  had  in  'the  mean¬ 
time,  improved  their  'own  housing  circums'tances  and  lost  in¬ 
terest  in  Council  accomm'odation.  In  consequence  of  this  re¬ 
duction  in  'the  lists,  it  is  within  the  bounds  of  possibility  that 
all  sub-tenant  applicants  married  over  3  years  will  be  re¬ 
housed  within  the  Year  1953.  The  complete  elimination  of 
the  Sub-tenants  List  has  been  the  intention  of  the  Council’s 
Housing  Committee  for  sometime. 


Public  Cleansing 

The  work  of  the  collection  of  refuse  and  salvage  has  pro¬ 
ceeded  smoo'tjhly  after  allowances  have  'been  made  for  ab¬ 
sences  of  staff  through  lillness  and  'holidays.  Wi'th  a  small 
staff  these  two  items  are  not  easily  rectified.  Weekly  coll¬ 
ection  has  been  maintained  of  all  ash  receptacles  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  certain  isolated  ashpits  and  similar  containers 
which  are  emptied  at  slightly  longer  intervals. 


The  purchase  of  the  Angledozer  by  the  Council  has  great¬ 
ly  facilitated  the  disposal  'of  refuse.  The  three  main  refuse 
tips  are  regularly  visited  by  this  machine  and  all  the  refuse 
is  quickly  and  efficiently  levelled  and  consolidated.  This  mach¬ 
ine  has  already  done  the  work  of  a  considerable  number  of 
men  on  the  refuse  tips.  Small  garages  were  erected  upon 
two'  of  'the  tips  for  the  housing  of  this  machine.  The  con- 
suderabl'e  reductions  in  the  prices  obtained  for  our  baled 
waste  paper  has  resulted  in  a  reduced  income  and  a  corres¬ 
pondingly  reduced  profit  from  'the  sale  of  salvage  generally. 
We  have,  however,  been  able  to  continue  our  salvage  collec¬ 
tions  without  interruption  and  work  was  restricted  by  a  quota 
although  we  wene  still*  able  to  dispose  of  reasonable  collec¬ 
tions.  It  was  intended  to  increase  our  collections  during  the 
year  by  means  of  a  canvass  and  advertising  but  these 
arrangement  were  cancelled  in  good  time  at  the  reques't  of 
the  Board  Mills. 


12 


Privy  Conversions 

Successful  efforts  have  been  made  by  the  Council  to 
receive  approval  f'or  the  conversion  tO'  the  “Water  Ciarriag-e 
System”  of  approximately  900  ashclosets  by  Contract,  with  an 
additiional  300  conve^jions  to  be  carried  out  similarly  by  the 
National  Coal  Board.  It  will  be  sometime  before  this  work 
is  dom'pleted,  and  the  number  thus  converted  represents  about 
one-third  of  our  present  ash  receptacles.  With  the  removal 
of  these  containers  the  centre  of  the  District  will  be  almost 
free  from  these  very  insanitary  and  out-dated  closets. 


May  I  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Council  for  their  continued  consideration  and  support, 
to  the  Officers  of  other  departtments  for  their  co- operation, 
to  the  Office  Staff  for  continued  efforts  and  to  the  Cleansing- 
Staff  for  willing  and  able  work  in  the  completion  of  a  heavy 
and  mainly  unpleasant  task  in  the  service  'of  the  community. 


I  remain. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.  W.  SWALES, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  &  Cleansing  Officer. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

Summary  of  Nottioes  served  and  work  done  in  the  Sanitary 
Inspector's  Dep^ment,  during  the  Year  1952. 

1.  Public  Heallth  Acts:- 

Number  of  Number  of  Number  of 
Informal  Formal  Nuisances 

written  Notices  by  abated 
Notices  by  order  or  after 

Inspector  Authority  Notice 

Dwelling-houses  )  Foul  Condiitlons  18  —  18 

and  )  Structural  defects  186  48  116 

Schools  )  Overcrowding  —  —  — 

Ashpits  and  Privies  2  —  2 

Deposits  'of  Refuse  and  Manure  1  —  1 

Waterclosets  4  —  4 

House  )  Defective  Traps  4  —  4 

Drainage)  Other  Faults  401  —  401 

Water  Supply  3  —  2 

Pigsties  —  —  — 

Animals  Improperly  Kept  2  12 


Totals  621  49  550 


Z.  Walter^  Food  and  Drugs 

Number 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis .  6 

Samples  of  Water  condemned  as  unfit  for  use  .  — 

Seizures  'of  Unwholesome  Food  .  .  .  — 

Convictions  for  exposing  or  selling 

Unwholesome  Food  .  .  .  .  .  — 

Samples  of  Food  &  Drugs  taken  for  Analysis  .  9 

Samples  found  Adulterated  .  — 

3.  Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease: - 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved  'or  destroyed  .  — 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease .  72 

Schools  disinfected  after  Infectious  'Disease  .  ‘1 

4.  General :  - 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  .  106 

Number  of  such  Houses  occupied  during  the  year .  106 

As'hpit-privies  converted  into  Ash-closets  .  — 

Ashclosets  converted  to  Watier-closets  .  97 

Ashpit-privies  Converted  into  Water  closets .  .  — 

Total  number  of  Water-closets  in  District  .  2,804 

Total  number  of  Ashclosets  in  District  .  3,326 

Total  number  of  Ash-pit  privies  in  District  .  83 
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Infestation 

Disinfestation  work  for  all  types  of  insects  is  carried  out 
by  Council  staff  at  the  request  of  the  occupiers  of  domestic 
:nd  business  premises  in  the  District.  Very  good  results  have 
been  obtained  with  the  use  of  various  types  of  liquid  and  gas¬ 
eous  insecitcides.  We  continued  our  efforts  with  the  co-op- 
eration  of  the  occupiers  of  many  food  premises,  to  reduce  the 
summer  fly  prioblem  in  such  premises  by  the  application  of 
DDT  preparations  to  the  walls  and  ceilings  in  these  premises 
during  the  Spring  and  early  Summer. 


During  the  Year  41  houses  were  treated  at  the  occupant's 
request.  The  effect  of  such  treatments  has  been  greatly  in¬ 
creased  recently  by  the  use  of  insecticides  containing  DDT  or 
similar  insedticides. 


Rodeint  Ccntrol 

Mr.  J.  W.  Greaves  the  Council’s  part-time  Rodent  Oper¬ 
ator,  has  continued  tO-  show  great  interest  and  skill  in  the 
enadicaltion  of  rats  and  mice  from  'all  types  of  premises 
in  the  Urban  District.  All  information  of  pO'Ssible  rodent 
infestations  has  been  quickly  acted  on  and  only  one  major 
infestation  at  a  Knacker  Yard  proved  heyond  the  capacity 
of  the  Operator  to  eradicate :  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  & 
Fisheries  Infestation  Branch  was  therefore  contacted  and  an 
expert  siquad  working  in  conjunctiion  with  our  Operator 
quickly  completed  the  destruction  of  the  vermin,  using  diff¬ 
erent  baits  and  ipioisons  with  nearly  300  baiting  points. 


The  Staff  of  the  above-mentioned  Infestation  Branch 
was  mo^t  helpful  and  the  reasonable  charges  made  for  their 
:iervices  were  paid  without  comment  by  the  owner  of  the 
Knacker  Yard  concerned. 


The  drastic  reduction  in  the  number  of  ahclosets  in  the 
District  will  considerably  reduce  the  potential  sources  of 
food  supplies  to  the  small  number  lof  rodents  scattered  about 
the  area. 


No  serious  infestiati/on  has  been  found  in  any  of  the 
Council  'properties  including  the  refuse  tips.  All  premises 
are  regularly  inspected  and  test  baited. 


MEASURES  OF  CONTROL  BY  COUNCIL  STAFF 
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Meat  and  other  Foods  Inspection,  Tr^msport  and  Handling 

The  Centralised  slaughtering  arrangements  have  contin¬ 
ued  tlO'  operate  under  the  direction  of  the  Minisitry  of  Food. 
All  home-killed  meat  consumed  in  the  Urban  District  is 
slaughtered  at  Bishop  Auckland.  The  inspection  of  such 
carcasses  was  carrlied  /out  previous  fto  the  meat  leaving  the 
slaughter  house.  The  total  meat  allocations  for  this  District 
arle  Conveyed  by  well  equipped  vans  to  a  local  allocation 
centre  and  thence  to  the  various  butchers  shops.  Suitable 
head  coverings  and  overalls  are  now  provided  for  the  use  of 
the  men  on  these  meat  vansi — the  absence  of  such  clothing 
was  the  subject  of  comment  in  a  previous  Annual  Report. 


It  has  been  necessary  on  occasions  tio  inspect  and  issue 
certijfetes  to  local  butchers  flor  varying  quantities  of  meat 
and  offal  in  their  allocations,  found  to  be  unfit  for  sale.  This 
malterial  when  returned  to  the  slaughter  house,  has  been 
readily  accepted  and  replaced. 


Local  conditions  tor  the  storage  and  handling  of  meat 
are  on  the  whole  satisfactory,  almost  all  the  butchers  are  n(ow 
equipped  with  refrigerated  sitorage  arrangements. 


The  Centralised  Slaughtering  arrangements  of  the  Min¬ 
istry  of  Food  have  every  appearance  of  Continuing  for  some¬ 
time  and  I  understand  thait  it  is  intended  to  erect  a  small 
number  lof  new  abbatoirs  throughout  the  Country  fto  improve 
the  present  arrangements.  The  eredtion  of  such  an  abbatoir 
within  reasonable  distance  of  this  District  w/ould  be  an  im¬ 
provement  as  I  consider  the  present  premises  were  never 
designed  to  handle  adequately  the  qu^antity  )of  meat  now  pass¬ 
ing  through  these  premises. 


Visits  for  the  inspection  of  Cottagers’  pigs  and  the  feeders 
or  slaughtering  premises,  have  been  greatly  reduced  owing 
to  many  former  feeders  ceasing  the  rearing  of  pigs. 


Large  quantities  of  tinned  and  similar  foods  have  been 
examined  and  certificates  issued  for  those  articles  found  to 
be  unfit  for  sale. 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  the  food  for  which  certificates 
were  issued 

247  lbs.  Meat  submiltted  by 
Butchers. 

180  lbs.  Luncheon  Meat 
209  lbs.  Cooked  Ham 
63  lbs.  Danish  Dork  Brawn 
91  lbs.  Irish  Sausage  Meat 
59  lbs.  Pork  Butts 
55  lbs.  Jellied  Veal 
48  lbs.  Coloked  Pork  Loaf 
38  lbs.  Stewed  Steak 
20  lbs.  Bacon 
16  lbs.  Tongue 
63  lbs.  Beef  Sausage 
48  lbs.  Pork  Sjausage 
9  lbs.  Coloked  Faggots 
8  lbs.  Frankfurter  Sausage 
14  Egg^s 

The  comparatively  small  quantities  of  bacon,  sausage  and 
cooked  meats  found  necessary  to  condemn  was  possibly  due  to 
the  effective  trealtment  of  many  lof  the  food  premises  by  the 
staffs  concerned  with  the  help  of  this  Department,  by  the 
spraying  or  otherwise  treating  the  walls  and  ceilings  of  these 
premises  with  DDT  preparations.  Such  treatments  have  been 
carried  out  each  summer  for  a  number  of  years  with  satis¬ 
factory  results. 

The  Councirs  efforts  to  promote  an  active  Food  Traders’ 
Guild  amongst  the  shop  keepers,  has  not  meit  with  the  succ¬ 
ess  it  deserves.  The  general  standard  of  food  traders’  prem¬ 
ises  and  methods  is  satisfactory  but  restricted  storage 
accommodation  in  certain  premises  causes  problems. 

During  the  year,  facilities  were  made  available  toi  local 
authorities  for  the  free  bacteriological  examinatTon  of  art¬ 
icles  of  food  at  the  Regional  Laboratory,  Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne.  Accordingly  nine  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted 
and  the  results  obtained  were  satisfactory — 7  being  returned 
in  the  highest  category,  1  in  grades  2  and  3  respectively.  In 
consequence  of  these  examinations  certain  small  adjustments 
in  the  methods  and  the  equipment  of  the  producers  were 
made,  to  ensure  that  future  ice-cream  would  be  found  to  con¬ 
form  to  the  highest  standard.  There  are  only  three  manu¬ 
facturers  oif  ice-cream  in  the  Urban  District  and  I  am  pleased 
to  record  that  we  have  their  active  co-operation. 


6  lbs.  Lard 
8  lbs.  Flour 
30  lbs.  Mussels 

14  lbs.  Lemon  Sole 
29  lbs.  Biscuits 

22  lbs.  Pineapple 

15  lbs.  Cheese 
347  lbs.  Tomatoes 
272  lbs.  Plums 
112  lbs.  Peas 

73  lbs.  Cherries 
36  lbs.  Baked  Beans 
38  lbs  Pears 
35  tins  Milk 
226  Tins  of 

Miscellaneous  foodstuffs 


18 


Water  Supply 

With  the  exception  of  certain  small  isolated'  properties 
'.he  whole  of  Che  Uriban  District  is  supplied  with  a  piped 
supply  of  water  from  Durham  County  Water  Boiard  mains. 
In  (addition  ito  regular  sampling  of  the  w^ater  by  the  Board’s 
staff,  six  sam'ples  were  submitted  for  analysis  Uy  this  Depart¬ 
ment  and  in  itwo  of  these  cases  the  samples  were  unsatisfact¬ 
ory  and  reported  to  the  Water  Board  when  arrangements 
were  made  fior  the  flushing  of  the  mains  concerned.  The 
purity  of  the  water  supplied  to  this  District:  appears  to  be 
variable  and  h  is  apparently  due  t'o  faulty  filtrlation — this 
being  a  matter  far  the  Board’s  engineer’s  to  ascertain. 

The  Windlestone  properity,  at  present  supplied  by  a 
pri\ate  main  from  the  Estate  Company  will  ultimattely  be 
connected  up  txi  the  Water  Board  mains  when  a  new  length 
of  main  is  laid  in  the  vicinity. 

Sewage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Almost  the  whole  of  the  properties  in  the  Urban  District 
are  connected  to  the  Council’s  seweitage  system.  The  result¬ 
ant  sewage  being  treated  at  disposal  works  situated  at  Tud- 
hoe  Village  and  Byers  Green.  The  Kirk  Merrington  sewage 
is  now  connected  by  a  new  sewer  to  a  pumping  station  in  the 
Bishrp  Auckland  tlrban  District  and  it  is  pumped  to  their 
(lispcisal  works  at  Binchest’er. 


The  North  Close  area  and  certain  isolated  properties  are 
connected  to:  cesspools,  the  responsibility  for  the  emptying 
of  these  is  assumed  by  this  Council.  A  special  vehicle  is  used 
for  this  purpose  by  the  Surveyor’s  Department. 


The  large  number  of  complaints  of  choiked  drains  dealt 
with  each  year  is  not'  expected  toi  be  reduced  until  areas  of 
the  worst  property  is  dealt  with  by  demolition. 


Schemes  of  conversiicn  of  approximately  900  ashclosets 
submitted  by  the  Council  has  finally  received  Ministerial  app¬ 
roval  and  in  addition  the  Naitional  Coal  Board  has  agreed  to 
undertake  the  conversion  of  about  300  ashclosets  in  the  Tud- 
hoe  oc'lliery  tind  Low  Spennymoor  areas.  It  is  expected  that 
the  major  portion  of  these  schemes  will  be  carried  out  during 
the  coming  Financial  Year. 
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The  Council  contributes  £7  towards  the  cost  of  any  con- 
vensions  carried  out  by  private  landlords  and  97  such  'appli¬ 
cations  were  paid  during  the  year. 


On  the  compleition  of  the  above  Conversion  Schemes  the 
centre  of  the  Town  (with  the  exception  of  certain  property 
to  be  dealt  with  under  Sections  1 1  fend  25  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936.)  will  be  cleared  of  these  insanitary  wet  receptacles. 


Refuse  and  Salvage  Collections  and  Disposal 

(la)  The  work  of  Refuse  Collection  and  Diposal  is  carried 
out  by  direct  labour,  four  lorries  and  five  carts  being  employ¬ 
ed  for  this  purpose  with  the  additional  help  of  a  hired  cart 
in  the  Byers  Green  area  for  three  days  each  week.  Another 
lorry  is  engaged  in  the  collection  of  trade  refuse  and  salvage 
and  in  a  small  amount  of  trailer  work  with  the  Angledozer 
from  one  tip  to  another.  All  refuse  vehicles  are  equipped  to 
collect  salvage  and  the  stafif  is  expected  to’  do  so  on  their 
normal  refuse  collection  visits. 


The  large  mining  population  of  the  area  receiving  issues 
of  concessionary  coal  from  the  N.C.B.,  contribute  considerable 
weight  iand  bulk  to  the  refuse  by  the  removal  of  stone  from 
the  coal  as  received.  The  quantity  and  size  of  the  stones 
removed  varies  with  the  loads  received,  the  largest  stone 
known  to  have  been  collected  by  one  of  our  vehicles  during 
the  year  weighed  128  pounds. 


,  Periodical  weighings  of  refuse  vehicles  are  made  and  it  is 
found  that  the  quantities  of  refuse  removed  to  tips  is  equal 
to  ahat  of  many  areas  witih  populations  almost  double  that  of 
Spennymoor.  In  addition  to  the  quantities  of  refuse  to  be 
removed,  the  predominance  of  ashclosets  renders  the  greater 
part  of  this  refuse  wet  and  offensive.  Considerable  trouble 
is  experienced  at  the  refuse  tips  with  fires  caused  in  the  mat¬ 
erial  from  the  deposits  of  hot  ashes. 

Weekly  collections  are  made  of  all  ashbins  and  ashclosets 
and  a  small  number  of  ashpits  are  emptied  every  two  or  three 
weeks.  No  new  refuse  collection  vehicles  were  received 
during  the  year,  the  present  fleet  was  acquired  between  1939 
and  1950.  Body  maintenance  work  on  these  machines  is  very 
heavy  owing  to  the  corrosive  action  of  the  wet  refuse  upon 
tne  metal  work  of  the  bodies  and  chassis — every  effort  is 
made  to  minimise  this  by  frequent  painting  and  cleaning. 
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The  Council  now  pro\ude  all  the  cleansing  staif  with 
reefer  jackets  and  pliable  oilskins  as  protective  equipment 
in  an  effort  to  reduce  the  loss  of  time  through  sickness  which 
is  causing  some  concern. 


The  receptacles  serving  the  property  at  the  end  of  the 
Year  consisted  of 


2,804  dustbins,  3,326  ashclosets  and  83  ashpits. 


During  the  Year  it  is  estimated  that  Council  vehicles  re¬ 
moved  to  'the  'tips,  house  refuse  as  follows 

4,828  lorry  Iciads,  giving  a  weight  of  refuse  11,587  tons 

5,083  cart  loads,  giving  a  weight  of  refuse  .  3,858  tons 

723  hired  cart  loads,  giving  a  weight  of  refuse  561  tons 


Est.  total  weight  of  refuse  removed  per  annum  16,006  tons 


(b)  During  the  year  we  have  lost  our  free  tipping  on  a 
farmer’s  field  at  Kirk  Merringiton.  All  refuse  from  this  Ward 
has  now  to  be  conveyed  to  Scurr’s  Tip,  Rock  Road,  Spenny- 
moor  which  has  necessitated  the  replacement  of  the  dart 
formerly  used  by  a  short  wheel  base  lorry. 

The  whole  of  the  refuse  is  now  deposited  on  refuse  tips 
sit/uated  at  Tudhce  Colliery,  The  Dene,  Scurr’s  Tip  and  Byers 
Green  Tip.  Dustbin  refuse  only  is  deposited  in  the  Dene  Tip. 
Coutolled  methods  of  tipping  are  employed  in  the  three  main 
tips,  the  refuse  being  consolidated  and  levelled  with  the 
Angledozer  which  also  spreads  any  cover  oibtained  from  the 
various  building  contractors  working  in  the  area.  Considerable 
improvement'  has  taken  place  in  the  condition  of  the  tips  since 
the  purchase  of  mechanical  equipment. 


(c)  Salvage  collections  during  the  year  have  increased  upon 
the  previous  year.  The  financial  return  from  the  sale  of  this 
material  shows  a  reduction  owing  to  the  drastic  fluctuations 
in  the  prices  obtained.  The  prices  offered  for  baled  waste  paper 
fell  from  £16  per  ton  in  January  to  £13  in  April,  £8  in  May 
and  £7/10/-  per  ton  in  July.  With  this  reduced  income  it  be¬ 
came  necessary  to  review  the  Council’s  Salvage  Bonus 
Scheme  to  the  staff  and  corresponding  reductions  were  there¬ 
fore  made  in  these  payments,  which  were  accepted  without 
comment. 
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The  income  from  flattened  tins  is  now  negligible.  Very 
few  householders  can  now  be  persuaded  to  keep  such  mat¬ 
erial  separate  from  ithe  refuse.  In  the  case  of  ashcloset  refuse 
we  cannot  expect  the  stafif  to  sort  ithe  (tins  from  such  refuse 
immediately  after  collection.  The  refuse  is  therefore  tipped 
and  any  available  tins  are  left  to  dry  on  the  tips  before 
collection.  Scrap  tins  are  in  urgent  demand  at  the  steel¬ 
works  and  the  price  offered  has  recently  been  increased.  The 
removal  of  such  material  from  the  tips  also  reduces  the  har¬ 
bourage  for  rats  and  provides  better  consolidation. 

Small  payments  are  made  to  the  sports  fund  of  the 
various  schools  for  salvage  collected  from  their  premises. 
Many  of  the  schools  have  purchased  very  useful  additions  to 
their  equipment  in  this  way.  The  Council  also  gain  finan¬ 
cially  by  collecting  this  material. 

The  income  from  paper  material  during  the  year  amount¬ 
ed  to  £1,303  of  a  total  income  of  £1,341  from  the  s'ale  of 
salvage.  After  the  costs  of  salvage  collections  Avere  debited 
against  the  income,  a  surplus  of  £384  was  available  as  a  con¬ 
tribution  towards  the  General  Rate  expenses. 


Monthly  Salvage  Income  and  Expenditure 


Month 

during  the  Year  1952. 

Income 

Expenditure 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s.  d, 

January 

92 

12 

0 

66 

0  4 

February 

189 

10 

3 

88 

16  5 

March 

260 

2 

6 

113 

19  9 

April 

85 

19 

5 

85 

3  6 

May 

132 

15 

7 

104 

19  0 

June 

93 

9 

8 

75 

9  11 

July  ) 
August) 

162 

19 

2 

145 

8  1 

September 

85 

19 

5 

67 

1  3 

October 

99 

0 

1 

80 

11  7 

November 

90 

7 

7 

63 

5  3 

December 

48 

7 

6 

65 

9  6 

£1,341 

3 

2 

£956 

4  7 

956 

4 

7 

£384  18  7  Balance  Income  over  cost 
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During  the  Year  the  following  ma'terials  were  collected 


and  soild 

Tons  Cwts. 

Wjaste  Paper  126  5f 

Flattened  Tins  8  8  « 

Scrap  Metal  16 

String  3J 

Rags  l| 

Bagging  | 

Heinz  Cartons  .  425 

R'^nus  payments  rr.iade  to  Staff  during  the  year  1952  174  8  0 
Bonus  payments  made  to  School  Sports  Fund 

during  the  year  1952  .  91  1  3 


Total  £265  9  3 


Housing 

The  CcunciRs  pre-war  and  post-war  housing  programmes 
are  summarised  below  for  general  information  and 


comparison 

Periled  1935-36 

Clearance  and  Individual  Unfit  Property 

The  Council  dealt  with  .  175  houses 

Periiod  1937-39 

Clearance  and  Individual  Unfit  Property 

The  Council  dealt  with  .  .  .  557  houses 

Period  1945-52 

Tenants  removed  during  this  period  from 
propenty  scheduled  under  sections  11  and 
25  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  .  .  .  77  houses 


The  Council  fis  -endeavouring  to  obtain  the  Minstry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Gevernment’s  approval  to  the  confirma¬ 
tion  and  subsequent  demolition  of  forty-two  properties  in  the 
Kirk  Merrington  Ward  which  were  the  subject  -of  Ministry 
Inquiry  before  the  War  and  the  result  of  this  Inquiry  was 
not  -obtained  before  the  outbreak  of  war.  With  the  confirm- 
aticn  of  these  Clearance  Areas,  the  tenants  will  be  offered 
housing  accommodation  and  a  recent  enquiry  has  shown  that 
all  these  tenant's  request  rehousing  on  the  new  Kirk  Merring- 
ten  Housing  Site,  none  having  volunteered  to  move  to  any  of 
the  other  Council  housing  estates. 

The  general  standard  of  housing  accommodation  in  the 
Urban  District  is  not  high  and  many  areas  -of  property  will  be 
inspected  in  the  near  future  under  the  appropriate  provisions 
of  the  Housing  Acts. 
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The  Proviisiein  of  New  Houses 
Period  1936-38 


North  Eastern  Housing  Assoeiaition  erected  .  280  houses 

Urban  Ditrict  Council  erected  .  66  houses 

A 


Period  1945-51 

During  this  post-war  period  the  Comncil  has  taken  over 
the  responsibihty  for  the  erection  of  houses  from  the  North 
Eastern  Housing  Association.  Present  and  proposed  build¬ 
ing  programmes  will  be  Council  property. 

North  Eastern  Housing  Association  erected  .  112  houses 

Urban  District  Council  erected 


St.  Pauls’  Gardens .  66  houses 

Park  Estate  .  188  houses 

Middlestone  Moor  Estate  .  72  hquses 

George  Street  . .  50  houses 

Tudhoe  Moor  Estate  .  170  houses 

York  Hill  Estate  .  102  houses 

Kirk  Merrington  Estate .  50  houses 


698  houses 
erected  and  occupied 

The  immediate  building  programme  of  the  Council  pro¬ 
vides  for  the  erection  of  the  following  houses 

Durham  Road  Site  .  .  50  houses 

Byers  Green  Site  .  .  42  houses 

Tudhoe  Grange  Bungalows  .  16  houses 

Middlestone  Moor  Site  .  550  houses  )  approximate 

George  Street  Site  .  .  50  houses  )  figures  only 

It  iJs  expected  th/at  the  Durham  Road  and  Byers  Green 
sites  and  the  preliminary  road  works  for  the  first  stage  of  the 
Middlestone  Moor  Estate  will  be  completed  in  1953.  A  com¬ 
mencement  will  also  be  made  on  the  new  outfall  sewer  from 
the  latter  estate. 


During  the  Year  the  number  of  applications  received  for 
houses  was  228  and  the  total  number  of  applications  received 
from  December,  1946  to  December,  1952  was  2,887.  At  the 
end  O'f  this  period  allocations  and  cancellations  from  the 
lists  had  reduced  the  Live  Register  to  937  applications. 
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This  number  is  divided  into  the  following  groups 


2-BedroO'med  Sub-tenants  .  225 

2- Bedroomed  Tenants  .  317 

3- Bedroomed  Sub-ftenants  .  9 

3- Bedrcomed  Tenanits  .  144 

4- Bedroomed  Sub-tenants  .  2 

4-Bedroomed  Tenants  .  44 

Bungalows  (aged  people)  .  165 

Outside  Distridt  applications  .  31 


Total  .  937 


The  Council’s  instructions  is  that  applicants  whether 
residing  and/or  regularly  employed  in  the  Urban  Dis¬ 
trict  are  classed  similarly  in  the  Live  Register.  Appli¬ 
cants  not  resident  lor  working  in  the  Urban  District  are 
placed  on  a  separate  list. 

109  Families  were  allocated  new  and  vacated  North 
Eastern  Housing  Association  houses  and  Council  prop¬ 
erty  during  the  Year  from  the  following  waiting  lists. 


2-bed-roomed  Sub-tenants  .  32 

2- bedroomed  Tenants  .  16 

3- bedroomed  Sub-tenants  .  8 

3- bedroomed  Tenants  .  34 

4- bedroomed  Sub-tenants  .  8 

4-bedroomed  Tenants  .  — 

Bungalows  .  4 

Key  Workers  .  7 


Total .  109 


Factories  Act,  1937 

During  the  Year  one  complaint  was  received  from  H.M. 
Inspector  of  Factories  ot  contravention  in  a  factory.  This 
complaint  was  investigated  and  remedied.  Twelve  visits 
were  made  to  premises  registered  under  Pant  1  of  the  above 
Act  and  found  ito  be  carried  on  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 


Factories  without  Power  .  .  6 

Factories  with  power .  .  48 
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